
Since the last project update, the COVID-19 pandemic has obviously been the main 
focus of the work for our staff and partners across the health and care system. 
Although keeping our communities safe has been our priority, technology has 
enabled us to work virtually. This means we’ve made fantastic progress towards our 
goal of building “A modern integrated Health and Wellbeing Community Hub” for 
the people of Shipston on Stour and surrounding areas. 

This work has focussed 
on the design of 
the site, taking into 
account things like:

•	 How the existing 
inpatient and 
community services 
will be affected

•	 The shape and features 
of land surfaces (known 
as the topography) 
and any flood risk

•	 Access to the site 
and how it fits with 
the wider town 

•	 How we can deliver  
a cutting edge facility 
while respecting 
the site’s heritage

Develop in one phase or stages

We understand that Ellen Badger Hospital and 
Shipston Medical Centre are important healthcare 
hubs for Shipston on Stour and the surrounding 
areas. This means we need to carefully plan how 
we develop the site to minimise any impact on the 
community.

We looked at the options for developing the site 
in stages as this would mean inpatient services 
could still be provided during the construction. 
Unfortunately, we found that building this way 
could affect the care we provide patients and may 
cost more money. As a result, this proposal was ruled 
out in favour of completing the project in one go. 

To do this we would need to temporarily relocate 
patients until the new premises is complete. For 
context, 83% of patients admitted or transferred 
into Ellen Badger Hospital are from outside of the 
Shipston area.

More information including the timescales will be shared once we have looked 
at the options.
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www.facebook.com/ellenbadgerhospital

Fundraising for a facility 
at the heart of a healthy 

Shipston and beyond
The League of Friends of The Shipston on Stour Hospitals (LoF) 
see the new facility as the heart of a healthy Shipston on Stour 
and beyond. They are raising funds to help make it the best it 

can be and would be extremely grateful of your support. 

As a charity that works hard to benefit the community, the LoF are developing lots of ways 
for the community to get involved and this will include organising fundraising events that will 
bring local people together once it is safe and sensible to do so. You will be able to drop your 
spare change into charity collection tins located in local shops and help to raise the profile of 

the appeal by wearing an Ellen Badger Hospital pin badge with pride! 

In the meantime, you can keep up to date with the fundraising appeal and make a donation 
by searching for ‘League of Friends of Shipston on Stour Hospitals’ on Facebook.

Two major legacies from John Peart of Shipston and Percy Lomas of Halford enabled 
us to purchase the additional land upon which this development is taking place.

If you wish to leave a legacy, of any size, to support the development of the hospital into the 
future please contact the LoF at the Ellen Badger Community Hospital and you will be given 

advice about this. If you wish to remember a friend or relative by making a contribution, the LoF 
will explain how this may be done.
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Design

Designers One Creative have created 1:200 scale drawings to show how the site could look. These mark an 
exciting milestone for the project but it is important to note that they are very much early proposals; more 
work needs to be done to ensure we deliver a facility that meets the needs of the community now and 
throughout the 50 year lifespan of the development while being affordable and representing good value  
for taxpayers’ money.

KEY FEATURES:

•	 Outpatients, Day Hospital, Diagnostics and part of the GP 
Practice are located on the ground floor. They would be 
accessed via a shared area which provides reception, waiting, 
café and facilities to support general Health & Wellbeing 
activities

•	 Inpatients, the remainder of the GP practice as well as meeting 
areas are located on the first floor and easily accessed via the 
lifts and staircase located at the front of the development

•	 The remainder of the staff accommodation including offices, 
meeting space, welfare and storage are distributed across both 
the second and third floors which can be accessed via lift or 
staircases

•	 Two separate car parking areas with the main car park situated 
on the left designed to compensate against known flood risks

•	 Space will be available to enable the mobile units to be 
located on the site, helping us to be flexible and respond to 
the healthcare needs of the local population.

In addition to the building design drawings, landscaping designs 
have also been developed.  
These highlight the ambition for the development to fit into the 
surroundings harmoniously and for the environment to be an 
integral part of the health and wellbeing offering.

Next steps

•	 Review the impact of COVID-19  
to identify any potential areas  
of improvement

•	 A range of consultants 
including Heritage, Transport, 
Arboriculturalist and Ecology to 
undertake a detailed assessment 
of the site

•	 Submit Pre-Planning Application 
to Stratford District Council.

•	 Relevant Trust departments to 
comment on 1:200 drawings

•	 Assessment of the overall 
affordability of the project

•	 Business Case to be submitted 
to South Warwickshire NHS 
Foundation Trust Board and 
South Warwickshire Clinical 
Commissioning Group’s Primary 
Care Committee during Summer.
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Our ambition is to create a facility that serves the community 
now and in future, so we are keen to work closely with you. 

If you would like to know more or make comments and 
suggestions please email: EBHdevelopment@swft.nhs.uk

Landscaping

•	 Rear of the site landscaped to provide a range 
of social and therapeutic activities as well as 
views of the River Stour and countryside.

•	 The bedded area with the ward has been 
designed so that it overlooks the River Stour 
and countryside area.Service Area

Staff Parking

Pa
rk

in
g

Seating to fit around planting areas. Allowing views into 
space and through to wider landscape, whilst screening 
consultancy rooms. 
Central tree to act as seating/meeting point.

Seating and planting to create ‘prospect-refuge’ spaces 
where people can sit in privacy whilst being able to observe 
others and wider landscape. Planting to act as screens 
looking in and backdrops looking out from clinical rooms

Large flowering Pear trees 
as features to the entrance 
to the hospital. Clear stem 
of approx 2m to ensure that 
rooms are not shaded out 
by foliage.

Potential location for 
retained badger statues

Interactive equipment to 
appeal to the senses 
and to provide a 
dynamic element to the 
community areas

Colourful moveable seating in 
communal areas. Control over 
planting choices and development to 
be given to community groups. Tree 
as focal meeting point 

Ramped access to hospital 
from car park and down to 

the river

Potential locations for 
observation deck

Potential location for 
water source 

heat-exchanger. 
Information boards 

and seating.

Car parking to lower level to be in 
‘grasscrete’ to allow for wetland meadow 
seeding. Trees along central division to be 
pollarded willows to link to wider landscape 

Planting to lower levels to mimic 
wetland wood, with alder and hazel 
coppices being underplanted with bulbs 
and perennials to create year round 
colour that changes over a five year 
cycle

Existing pollarded willows to be 
maintained as pollards, new trees and 
other suitable existing trees also to be 
pollarded. Cycle of maintenance 
creating a further layer of seasonality

Paths at levels in the landscape that 
respond to flooding levels. Lower paths 
connect to the river in dry periods, mid level 
follow ‘normal’ flood levels and the higher 
level follows a high flood level. All paths to 
be as accessible as possible with the 
higher level entirely accessible. 
Paths to sit above ground level 

Wide, ramped access to the riverside and 
carparks. Working as an extension to the 
deck this will provide visitors, patients, and 
staff access to the river and further outdoor 
space. Feature trees planted close to the 
ramp to provide a level of screening, and 
connect people to the environment

Access to play within the grounds of the 
hospital. Play is very important in the health 
and development of children, and is a 
sense still latent in the most ‘grown up’ 
adult. Simple and innovative play 
equipment such as rope swings, slides and 
balance beams will be placed along the 
trails

Cantilevered deck that projects out 
into the landscape. Creating a space 
that interacts with the landscape 

Position for Taxi/Patient drop off

Secure cycle storage

Health and Wellbeing Hub

Update – May 2020
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